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The Orangeburg Advanced College (OAC) program is a new opportunity for highly-motivated Orangeburg County School District 
(OCSD) students designed to advance future academic and career goals in a rigorous, yet supportive program. In partnership with 
Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College (OCtech), OCSD is thrilled to offer a character intensive, innovative curriculum for students in 
grades 9-12, who, upon successful completion, will earn both a high school diploma and an Associate’s degree without cost to the 
student or family.   

Students will be selected for this advanced program through a process that considers academic performance, behavior, parent/legal 
guardian engagement, recommendations, personal essays, interviews, and self-reported interest and activities.  To be considered for 
an interview, students must either be enrolled in or have successfully completed Algebra I and/or English I. 

 

ELIGIBLE STUDENTS  

The Orangeburg Advanced College (OAC) is open to any rising ninth grade Orangeburg County Public School District student or any 
rising ninth grader who plans to enroll in the District for the 2021-2022 school year. The student must meet pre-requisite 
coursework requirements, have the academic discipline to pursue post-secondary coursework while in high school, and an interest 
in the program’s initial focus of Arts and Sciences.   

Successful completion of Algebra I and/or English I is a pre-requisite for the OAC program. 

As with many innovative educational pathways to a high school degree and beyond, the Orangeburg Advanced College is 
appropriate for a wide variety of young people, including those currently identified as Gifted and Talented as well as all other 
learners. Encountering the rigor, depth, and intensity of college work is beneficial to all students.  

Students must complete a competitive application process for entrance into Orangeburg Advanced College for Arts and Sciences. A 
limited cohort of 25 students will be admitted into the program.  

 

  APPLICATION WINDOW  

The application for enrollment in the Orangeburg Advanced College will be available on the District’s website, www.ocsdsc.org, at 
9:00 a.m. Monday, March 15, 2021. Printed applications will also be available at any of the district’s middle schools and at the 
District Office (102 Founders Court in Orangeburg, 29118).  

The application window will close on Friday, March 26, at 2:00 p.m. Complete Application Packets must be received by the deadline 
(March 26 at 2:00 p.m.). No applications past deadline will be accepted. Students currently enrolled in an OCSD middle school may 
submit completed packets to their school counselor. External applicants (students not currently enrolled in an OCSD middle school) 
must submit their packets to OCSD’s District Office located at 102 Founders Court, Orangeburg, S.C. 29118. Packets can be mailed or 
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hand-delivered to the Attention of Dr. Veronica Scott, Director of Secondary Schools. Mailed materials must be postmarked on or 
before March 26, 2021. 

  JUST THE FACTS 

The Orangeburg Advanced College has the following characteristics:   

o Students will apply for admittance into the program during their eighth-grade year.  
o Small cohorts of students will be accepted into OAC’s Arts and Sciences track annually.  
o Accepted students will have the opportunity to earn an Associate’s degree or up to two years of transferable college credit 

while in high school. 
o Mastery and competence rewarded with the opportunity to earn two years of college credit without cost to the student or 

family.  
o Learning will take place in a small learning environment that demands rigorous, high-quality work, while nurturing students 

through extensive support. 
o Students will remain officially enrolled in their “home” high school, maintaining eligibility for athletics, band, and club 

participation.  
o Enrolled students will benefit from the academic and social supports characteristic of K-12 learning environments while 

pursuing highly rigorous college coursework.   
o Technology will be used as a tool for designing and delivering engaging and imaginative curricula. 
o Access to rigorous academic standards for both high school work and the first two years of college-level studies will be 

afforded to all students. 
o The physical transition between high school and college will be eliminated and with it the need to apply for college and for 

financial aid during the last year of high school. After high school graduation, students may have either attained their 
Associate’s Degree and enter the workforce, continue to pursue remaining credits towards their Associate’s Degree at 
OCtech, or participate in the transfer program to other institutions of higher education.    

  ORANGEBURG ADVANCED COLLEGE IS DIFFERENT 

What sets the Orangeburg Advanced College apart from dual enrollment, Advanced Placement, and other pre-college programs is 
the reach and coherence of the blended academic program.  

Early experience of college-coursework, yields multiple benefits: 

o For students, better preparation for college and higher weighting of courses (similar to International Baccalaureate (IB) and 
Advanced Placement (AP) courses); 

o For institutions, lower remediation costs and higher retention; and  
o For high schools, improved understanding of the demands of college and an expanded set of curricular offerings.  

However, only Orangeburg Advanced College: 

o Is open to currently enrolled eighth grade students and any current eighth grade students planning to enroll in 
Orangeburg County School District for the 2021-2022 school year; 

o Fully integrates students’ high school and college experiences, both intellectually and socially; 
o Enables students to earn up to two full years of college credit toward a degree while in high school; 
o Blends the curriculum as a coherent unit, with high school and college-level work blended into a single academic program 

that meets the requirements for both a high school diploma and an Associate’s degree; 
o Grants college credits through the postsecondary partner institution (OCtech) and enables students to accumulate the 

credits toward a degree from OCtech or to transfer them to another college. 
o Students interested in further education at the Medical University of South Carolina (MUSC), can rest assured that 

OAC’s curriculum aligns with the prerequisite requirements of MUSC through OCtech’s established MUSC Transfer 
program.  
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  THE BENEFIT OF EARNING COLLEGE-CREDIT EARLY  

While we recognize that a handful of occupations provide employees a liveable wage without requirement of post-secondary degree 
completion, two years of college is widely viewed as the minimum required to put young people on the road to earning a sufficient 
income. Even in fields that do compensate employees well for hard-work and learned skills, post-secondary credentials, and often 
times, an Associate or Bachelor Degree, are necessary for employees’ growth and leadership potential.  

Researchers have identified a “20 credit threshold,” as a key breaking point between students who complete a college degree and 
those who never finish college. OAC students will have progressed well past this threshold upon graduation.  

Source: Clifford Adelman, 2006. The Toolbox Revisited: Paths to Degree Completion from High School Through College. Washington, 
DC: U.S. Department of Education. 

  STUDENT SUPPORTS  

The OAC will offer an extension of the traditional high school program and emphasize academic preparation, support, and success in 
higher education. Based on research and practice about what helps underrepresented young people prepare for success in high 
school and postsecondary education, Orangeburg Advanced College will have three key features that promote success: 

o Small size. The OAC will enroll small cohorts of students per year in the Arts and Sciences Program as well as the 
Manufacturing Program, once established. The program’s size will promote deepened student/teacher relationships.  

o Aligned curricula and instruction for high school and college courses, with an emphasis on assessing students and aligning 
support based on the identified needs of individual students. 

o Power of place. The early college will draw on the college environment and experience to build students’ identity as college 
goers. 

  ORANGEBURG-CALHOUN TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

The Orangeburg Advanced College is a partnership between Orangeburg County School District (OCSD) and Orangeburg-Calhoun 
Technical College (OCtech).  Collaboration among postsecondary partners is key to the program’s design, as well as the day-to-day 
operation of early college high schools, which treat the high school years and the first two years of college as a single, coherent 
course of study. 

Administrators and faculty from OCtech will participate in the OAC both formally and informally.  

Post-secondary involvement will include participation in: 

o School planning processes and governing boards;  
o Curriculum committees;  
o Syllabus planning activities;  
o Co-delivery of courses with high school faculty;  
o Provision of tutors;  
o Mentors and student teachers; and  
o The creation of “scaffolded” learning experiences, such as “bridge” courses to ease the transition to college-level work and 

mini-seminars for younger students.  

  NO COST TO STUDENTS OR FAMILIES 

Orangeburg Advanced College will be available without cost to accepted students. OAC high school courses, as well as college-level 
courses taken on the campus of OCtech, will be offered at no-cost to Orangeburg County School District students and will be 
absorbed by the school district and OCtech. Tuition assistance programs, including lottery funding, scholarships and other resources 
may be utilized by the partnering organizations, as available.  
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  EXPECTED OUTCOMES  

Data from early college high schools are promising. Nationally, roughly three-fourths of the young people attending early college 
high schools are African American, and nearly 60 percent report eligibility for free or reduced-priced lunch (a conservative indication 
of the number of students from low-income families). Most students attending early college high schools will be the first in their 
families to go to college.  

In contrast to alarming national data for students with similar demographic profiles, attendance rates for early college high school 
students average over 90 percent, indicating high levels of student engagement and commitment to the academic program. Grade-
to-grade promotion rates in early college high schools also exceed 90 percent, and students have graduated with impressive results. 

In 2010, 5,414 students graduated from early college high schools around the country. Their achievements far surpass those of their 
peers from traditional high schools serving similar populations.  

The data shows that: 

o More than 250 early college high school graduates earned merit-based college scholarships. Four earned the prestigious 
Gates Millennium Scholarship, awarded to 1,000 high-achieving, low-income students each year.  

o 77% of graduates went on to some form of postsecondary education: enrolled in four-year colleges (52%), two-year 
colleges (23%), and technical programs (2%).  

o Of 109 schools reporting data on graduates, more than half (56%) said that students had earned two or more years of 
college credit.  

o The average graduation rate for early colleges was 84%, compared to 76% for their school district.  

A team from the American Institutes for Research and SRI International is evaluating the process and outcomes associated with the 
Early College High School Initiative.  

The first evaluation report, produced in 2004, provided initial descriptive information on the relationships among and characteristics 
of the partner organizations. Intermediate and summative outcome measures will be addressed in future year-end reports.  The 
second evaluation report, produced in 2006, reported that early college high schools have high attendance rates and are successfully 
enrolling low-income and minority youth—and placing many in college courses. Although some students struggle with academically 
rigorous courses, almost all say they plan to attend college after high school. 

The most recent evaluation report, produced in 2009, provided overall positive findings about the academic performance and 
experience of students attending early college high schools. It noted that many early college students from groups typically 
underrepresented in postsecondary education are succeeding academically. The findings were particularly promising for females 
and students from homes where English is not the primary language.   

  CONTACT FOR QUESTIONS & ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  

Additional information about the Orangeburg Advanced College is available on the District’s website, www.ocsdsc.org. For 
questions, please contact OCSD’s Director of Secondary Schools Dr. Veronica Scott via email, Veronica.Scott@ocsdsc.org, or phone, 
(803) 534-8081. 
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STUDENT APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS  

Orangeburg County School District’s Advanced College program, in partnership with Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College 
(OCtech), offers a character intensive, innovative curriculum for students in grades 9-12.  Students apply during their eighth-grade 
year and are selected for this advanced program through a process that considers academic performance, behavior, parent/legal 
guardian engagement, recommendations, personal essays, interviews, and self-reported interest and activities. Coursework will be 
highly rigorous, and students in grades eleven and twelve will receive their courses exclusively at OCtech.  Students successful in the 
program will graduate with a high school diploma and up to an associate degree or its equivalent.  

Successful completion of Algebra I and/or English I is a pre-requisite for the OAC program. 

A completed Student Application Packet should contain the Student Application Form (pg. 6), an essay explaining in 250 words or 
less why their application for the Orangeburg Advanced College should be accepted, a sealed copy of current grades and courses 
(available upon request from school counselors), the Parent/Guardian Education Attainment Form (pg. 9).  

In addition, interested applicants must also select two individual administrators, counselors or teachers to nominate/recommend 
them for the program. Student applicants will request the recommendations and provide their selected nominators with the Student 
Nomination Forms (pg. 10; pg. 11). Nomination Forms are confidential and will be submitted directly by the nominator to the School 
Counselor (for current OCSD students) or the District Office (for students not currently enrolled in OCSD).   

All application materials are due by 2:00 p.m. on Friday, March 26, 2021. Current OCSD students may submit their Application 
Packet to their school counselor. Students not currently enrolled in our District must submit their Application Packet to the Attention 
of Dr. Veronica Scott, Director of Secondary Schools, via hand-delivery or mail (postmarked on or before March 26, 2021) to OCSD’s 
District Office located at 102 Founder’s Court, Orangeburg, South Carolina 29118. No extensions to the deadline will be granted. 

 

STUDENT APPLICATION PACKET CHECKLIST 

 

        Algebra I and/or English I (enrolled or successfully completed)  

        Student Application (pg. 6)  

        250-word Essay; Topic: Why your application for the OAC should be accepted 

        A copy of current grades and courses (printed by your school counselor, placed in a sealed envelope)  

        Parent/Guardian Education Attainment Form (pg. 9) 

        Nominations requested and Student Nomination Forms (pg. 10; pg. 11) provided to nominators                                                                                                                    

Student Nomination Forms should not be submitted by the student as part of the Student Application Packet. Nominators 
will submit their forms confidentially. 

 

 

C 

C 

C 

C 

C 
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STUDENT APPLICATION FORM 

 

Name of Student:   ______________________   ____________________________ _________________ 

Student’s School:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Birth: _________________________MM/DD/YYYY Gender: ______Male     ______Female 

 

RESIDENCY  

Do you currently reside in Orangeburg County School District? _________Yes       _________No 

Are you currently an Orangeburg County School District student?   ________Yes          ________No 

If you answered no to the question above, what district and school do you currently attend? _______________________________ 

Which high school do you plan to enroll in with Orangeburg County School District 2021-2022?  ___________________________ 

 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________     
 

City: ______________________________      State: ________________________________     Zip Code: _____________ 

 

ETHNICITY 
o Asian 
o African American 
o Caucasian 
o Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 
o Latino or Hispanic 
o Other 

 

What are your reasons for applying to Orangeburg Advanced College? (75 words or less) 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

                   Last                                             First                                                 Middle 
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please describe your career goals.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Have you ever been expelled from a school or district? _____Yes     _____No 

 

If you answered yes, please explain.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What are your post-secondary plans? 

_______2-year or technical college                     _______4-year college or University/Military/Workforce                   _________Other  

If other, please describe: _____________________________________________________                       

 

Which of these degree paths interest you the most? 

_____Associate of Arts 

_____Associate of Science 

_____Manufacturing  

_____Mechatronics Instrumentation  

_____Other ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please list your most recent community service experience(s): 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Legal Guardian's Name: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________          
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Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ______________________________________ State ____________  Zip Code_____________________________ 

 

Parent Phone (required): ____________________________     Student’s Phone: _________________________________ 

Parent Email: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Student Email: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

By signing here, I give Orangeburg Advanced College permission to request and receive my/my student’s academic information.                                           

 

Student Signature: _____________________________________________   Date: _______________________________         

 

Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________________________   Date: _______________________________                                     
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PARENT/GUARDIAN EDUCATION ATTAINMENT INFORMATION FORM 

TO THE PARENT/GUARDIAN: We appreciate so much the encouragement that you are providing your student in applying for the 
Orangeburg Advanced College. Please complete this form regarding your own educational attainment information. This information 
should be submitted with your student’s application. Please be reminded that all application materials are due by 2:00 p.m. on 
Friday, March 26, 2021. No extensions to the deadline will be granted. Current OCSD students may submit their Application Packet 
to their school counselor. Students not currently enrolled in our District must submit their Application Packet to the Attention of Dr. 
Veronica Scott, Director of Secondary Schools, via hand-delivery or mail (postmarked on or before March 26, 2021) to OCSD’s 
District Office located at 102 Founder’s Court, Orangeburg, South Carolina 29118.  

Student Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mother:  Highest Level of Educational Attainment 

        ____Did not complete high school  

 ____GED 

 ____High School 

 ____Associate degree/ Where___________________________________ 

 ____Bachelor degree/Where____________________________________ 

 ____Other___________________________________________________ 

Father:  Highest Level of Educational Attainment 

 ____Did not complete high school  

 ____GED 

 ____High School 

 ____Associate degree/ Where___________________________________ 

 ____Bachelor degree/Where____________________________________ 

 ____Other___________________________________________________ 

Printed Name of Parent/Guardian Completing Form: _____________________________ 

As the parent/guardian of the aforementioned student applying for admittance to Orangeburg Advanced College, I attest to my 
understanding of the rigor and dedication that success will require and am committed to supporting my student in this unique 
experience.  

Signature and verification that this information is correct:  __________________________________________________ 

Date____________________________________ 

                   Last                                             First                                                 Middle 
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STUDENT NOMINATION FORM 

TO THE NOMINATOR:  Please use this form to share with the selection committee your perceptions of how the below named 
student, applying for acceptance into the Orangeburg Advanced College, will meet academic, attendance and social responsibilities 
of this highly rigorous opportunity. Each student applicant must have two nominations/recommendations. Recommendations may 
be from the student’s administrator (Principal/Assistant Principal), school counselor, and/or teacher. Your comments are 
confidential and will not be released or discussed with the nominee or the nominee’s parents/legal guardian. Note that the student 
must be an eighth grader and that successful completion of Algebra I and/or English I are pre-requisites for the OAC program. 
Include examples to support your statements.  Please write or type your comments on this form and attach additional comments as 
necessary. Your nomination should be submitted in a sealed and signed envelope. 

• Nominators of students currently enrolled in OCSD should submit their completed nomination form to the school counselor 
by 2:00 p.m. on Friday, March 26.  

• Nominators of students not currently enrolled in our District must submit their Student Nomination Form to the Attention 
of Dr. Veronica Scott, Director of Secondary Schools, via hand-delivery or mail (postmarked on or before March 26, 2021) to 
OCSD’s District Office located at 102 Founder’s Court, Orangeburg, South Carolina 29118. The deadline for submission is 
Friday, March 26 by 2:00 p.m. 

Name of Student:   ______________________   ____________________________ __________________                                                                                         

Student’s School:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Nominator’s Name:  _________________________________  Role/Course Taught:  ____________________ 

How long have you known the applicant? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

In what capacity have you interacted with the applicant? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What are the words that come to mind when describing the applicant? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe the applicant’s academic and intellectual curiosity. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional Comments: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nominator’s Signature: _________________________________ Date:  ______________________ 

                   Last                                             First                                                 Middle 
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STUDENT NOMINATION FORM 

TO THE NOMINATOR:  Please use this form to share with the selection committee your perceptions of how the below named 
student, applying for acceptance into the Orangeburg Advanced College, will meet academic, attendance and social responsibilities 
of this highly rigorous opportunity. Each student applicant must have two nominations/recommendations. Recommendations may 
be from the student’s administrator (Principal/Assistant Principal), school counselor, and/or teacher. Your comments are 
confidential and will not be released or discussed with the nominee or the nominee’s parents/legal guardian. Note that the student 
must be an eighth grader and that successful completion of Algebra I and/or English I are pre-requisites for the OAC program. 
Include examples to support your statements.  Please write or type your comments on this form and attach additional comments as 
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• Nominators of students currently enrolled in OCSD should submit their completed nomination form to the school counselor 
by 2:00 p.m. on Friday, March 26.  

• Nominators of students not currently enrolled in our District must submit their Student Nomination Form to the Attention 
of Dr. Veronica Scott, Director of Secondary Schools, via hand-delivery or mail (postmarked on or before March 26, 2021) to 
OCSD’s District Office located at 102 Founder’s Court, Orangeburg, South Carolina 29118. The deadline for submission is 
Friday, March 26 by 2:00 p.m. 

Name of Student:   ______________________   ____________________________ __________________                                                                                         

Student’s School:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Nominator’s Name:  _________________________________  Role/Course Taught:  ____________________ 

How long have you known the applicant? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

In what capacity have you interacted with the applicant? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What are the words that come to mind when describing the applicant? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe the applicant’s academic and intellectual curiosity. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional Comments: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nominator’s Signature: _________________________________ Date:  ______________________ 

                   Last                                             First                                                 Middle 

 


